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Here’s the latest news from RHQ REME via MailChimp.  Recently signed up to REME 
Connect?  This newsletter is produced every 6 weeks or so and aims to keep you all 
updated with Corps activities and issues of interest to both veterans and those still serving.  
If you would rather not receive the newsletter please let us know or ‘Unsubscribe’ - you will 
see that option on the final page.  Please be aware if you read this on a tablet or smart 
phone some of the links will only work via your browser.  Find a teenager if you need help.  
That always works for me.  Thank you.     

1.         News from RHQ RÈME.  A few changes at RHQ since our last edition.  Colonel 
Jason Phillips has arrived as Colonel REME as we waved Colonel Andy Rogers off to his 
senior officers’ course and Mrs Babs Harris has arrived as Chief Executive of The REME 
Charity.  I am sure you will join me in extending them both a warm welcome and thanking 
Colonel Andy for his outstanding leadership during a demanding tenure with the COVID 
pandemic and the passing of our Colonel-in-Chief.  I am also delighted to inform you all that 
Maj (Retd) Geordie Wright-Rivers has re-joined the team in RHQ REME and will take on a 
number of tasks including future editions of this newsletter.  Many of you will know Geordie 
well and I am sure you all join me in extending a heartfelt welcome back to him and Toni.  
Howay the Lads!    

2.         REME Reunion 2022.  After so many false starts over the last 18 months or so due 
to COVID we are delighted to announce that the REME Reunion for 2022 is ON.  This is the 
first task in Geordie’s In-Tray so stand by for his more formal announcements soon.  The 
event will be similar to that planned for 2020 at Eastwood Hall, Nottingham and just as 
importantly the cost to the individual will not exceed the 2020 price of £224 per person for 
the 3 night package.   
Dates:  Friday 22nd to Monday 25th April 2022.        

3. REME Association Email Address.  Over the next few weeks the REME 
Association email address will change to association@remecharity.org 
Please ensure your phone/tablet etc. recognises this and does not send it to Junk!  The next 
newsletter will arrive in your InBoxes from this new address.    

4. Corps Functions and Social Events.  Delighted that our social functions and 
events have resumed as COVID restrictions ease.  Recently we have seen many of you 
meet up for your branch meetings and functions and also a Corps Dinner Night, the REME 
Airborne Officers’ Dinner and REME QMs’ Bunfight amongst others were recently held here 
at Lyneham.  Here’s to more.       

5.         Falklands 40.  2022 will see the 40th Anniversary of the Falklands War and the RBL 
has an official commemorative event planned for 14th June 2022 at the NMA.  Veterans of 
the conflict will be invited to bid for places and Geordie will co-ordinate the REME 
Association response so watch out for more information as it develops.  Also a reminder that 
the qualification period for the South Atlantic medal without rosette was extended to 21 
October 1982 a few years ago so those serving in the aftermath of the conflict as many of us 
were with 2 Fd Wksp and the many Sapper Regts or Sqns are now eligible.  Don’t miss out if 
this applies to you.  Apply via Veterans UK (link at para 18 below).     

6. RÈME Museum - 'REME Ready' and REME Aviation Event.  An exciting new 
initiative from the REME Museum.  We seek volunteers to enhance people’s experience on 
their visit.  If you are proud of your time in the Corps (and who isn’t?) if you enjoy speaking 
about your time in the Corps (and who doesn’t?) this may well suit?  Reasonable travel 
expenses can be paid too!  Details at: https://www.rememuseum.org.uk/volunteer 

Also the REME Museum is hosting a REME Aviation event 'Auster to Apache' early in the 
New Year details at: https://www.rememuseum.org.uk/Event/lockdown-lecture-reme-aviation 
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7.         Cenotaph 2021.  Hayley has filled our places and all those involved will have 
received their warning order.  As mentioned at para 1 Geordie will be collating places for 
Cenotaph 2022 and will invite bids mid-year.  Keep an eye open for his prompt to bid.        

8. REME Poet – Poems to the Heart.  Barry Faith, known as Adam, former Radar Tech 
and 64B Apprentice has turned his hand to poetry.  Barry has compiled his poems into a 
book and kindly offered this at a discounted price to REME Association members at £7 plus 
£1.90 P&P (retails at £11.95) just in time for Christmas.  Request this via Barry’s website and 
claim your discount by completing the contact form and quote ‘REME ASSN’ at https://heart-
poems.com/ 
  
9. Armed Forces Bill.  The Bill currently going through Parliament creates a legal 
obligation to consider the Armed Forces Covenant in policy making, but this only applies to 
health, housing, and education which are mostly delivered at a local level.  The RBL and 11 
other charities are lobbying the Government to extend the Bill’s legal powers.  They argue 
that central Government and the MoD should be legally bound to fulfil the Covenant in 
national areas such as employment, pensions, welfare, compensation and immigration.  Get 
involved at https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/campaigns-policy-and-
research/campaigns/response-to-the-armed-forces-bill 

10. Royal British Legion.  This is one example of the sterling work the RBL conducts on 
our behalf.  I am sure most of you are members and pay the small subscription fee if not 
please consider doing so at https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/
membership 

11. Northern Ireland Prosecutions.  As covered here many times we all have our own 
opinions but wherever you stand I am sure you will have been saddened by the recent news 
that Dennis Hutchings, the former Life Guards soldier being prosecuted has passed away.  
Johnny Mercer, Plymouth MP and former veterans’ minister, who travelled to Northern 
Ireland with Dennis Hutchings, said he was devastated by his death.  "He was polite, kind, 
generous and strong. He was determined to prove his innocence against the unrelenting 
efforts of those who wish to rewrite the history of the conflict in Northern Ireland against his 
generation of servicemen and women who bled and died to keep the peace," Mr Mercer 
said.  "I have huge admiration and respect for his resilience, and that of his family and his 
partner Kim.  "In a nation that is quick to forget the price of the freedoms we enjoy, it was a 
privilege to be close to him, and I remain fiercely proud of him." 

12. Smoke Break.  The days of the ‘smoke break’ are numbered.  See this from Forces 
Network recently.   
https://www.forces.net/news/british-army-smoke-free-end-2022 

13. Regiments No Longer.  Also from Forces Network I enjoyed reading this.  I am sure 
we all have fond memories of postings to such units mentioned here or facing their teams 
across the sports pitch.   
https://www.forces.net/heritage/army-history/dead-regiments-and-those-who-served-
them 

14. Travel Insurance.  As many of you will know Travel Insurance for over-65s is not 
easy to come by and when it is it can be quite pricey.  A quick google search does not throw 
up many options for veterans so I would be grateful for any tips you can pass on for me to 
inform the membership.  I am aware of the offer through Trinity Insurance via the Forces 
Pension Society but would be grateful for any others you are aware of and I can spread the 
word.  

15. Armed Forces Pensions Unclaimed. Anyone serving after 1975 is normally entitled 
to some form of Armed Forces Pension, provided minimum length of service is achieved. 
The minimum service usually depends upon the respective pension scheme into which the 
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individual is enrolled. In some cases this minimum can be very low which is not widely 
known or publicised resulting in many millions of pounds lying unclaimed. Unsurprisingly, the 
Government will not come looking for an individual once they reach the qualifying age, 
usually 60 or 65 depending upon which scheme, the onus is on us all to claim. There are 
many former servicemen and women and their widows and widowers in some cases, 
unaware they may be entitled as they think their relatively few years of service does not 
qualify. Wrong - it may well do so. To find out go to the link below: https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans           

16. Armed Forces Pensions LE Officers.  There are many instances of LE officers with 
less than 5 years commissioned service receiving incorrect pension payments on retirement. 
Any LE officer with more than 2 years but less than 5 years commissioned service is entitled 
to an uplift but some have slipped through the net and are only receiving their WO rated 
pension. If you are, or you know of anyone, in this category – check it out.   

17. Pensions Annual Allowance Letters.  All Pensions AA letters for tax year 
2020-2021 have been issued wef 6 October 21.  Letters are sent only to those who have 
breached the AA limit for the tax year in question.  If you receive a letter do not ignore it.   

18. Forces Pension Society. I am sure you are all aware of the good work the Society 
does on our behalf but if not check out their website. There is a charge for membership but 
you never know when you might need them.  For example the favourable outcome to the 
McCloud case is attributable in no small part to the successful lobbying of government by 
the Society. https://forcespensionsociety.org 

19. Veterans Help.  For anyone not aware or perhaps recently left the service and new 
to this civvy lark there are a number of helpful Veterans websites we can access.  I would 
start with Veterans UK but there are others such as Veterans Gateway so check out which 
suits your needs best.     
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veterans-uk 
https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk/ 

20. Signing Off.  As mentioned earlier it is time for me to step down from a number of 
roles within RHQ REME and one of those is production of these newsletters.  It has been an 
honour to pull this information together regularly and sincere thanks for all the positive 
feedback many of you have been kind enough to pass on.  I am humbled by your comments 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed producing them over the last few years.  I shall continue in 
my role within the REME Museum until next summer when it will be time for Sara and I to 
‘retire retire’ and try to do those things we all plan in retirement.  Whether those plans 
survive contact – we shall have to see.  Best wishes to you all. 
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Arte et Marte.   

Stuart Cowen 

associa*on@reme-rhq.org.uk  

07590 848766
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