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Here’s the latest news from RHQ REME via MailChimp.  Recently signed up to REME 
Connect?  This newsletter is produced every 6 weeks or so and aims to keep you all 
updated with Corps activities and issues of interest to both veterans and those still serving.  
If you would rather not receive the newsletter please let us know or ‘Unsubscribe’ - you will 
see that option on the final page.  Please be aware if you read this on a tablet or smart 
phone some of the links will only work via your browser.  Find a teenager if you need help.  
That always works for me.  Thank you. 

1. REME Corps Secretary.  You will recall the previous newsletter and the note 
from our Chairman, Major General Stephen Andrews CBE, where he outlined how 
the roles of REME Charity Chief Executive and Corps Secretary were to be 
separated.  I am delighted to announce that our new Corps Secretary has been 
appointed.  Lt Col (Retd) Dave White has been selected for the appointment and has 
commenced work already.  I am sure you will join me in welcoming Dave and his 
wife Sue into the fold.  The sharp eyed will have spotted that Dave’s previous 
appointment within RHQ was working with the Professional Engineering Institutions 
(PEIs) to ensure our tradesmen and tradeswomen have their professional 
qualifications correctly recognised and providing the advice and co-ordination for PEI 
applications from all ranks.  Dave’s excellent work in that role has seen our 
Apprenticeship completion rate rise to its highest level ever at 89% across all trades.  
Good work Dave and welcome once again. 

2. Lyneham End of Term.  The end of term approaches at Lyneham and the 
staff and students are looking forward to a well earned summer break.  I am sure you 
will join me in congratulating all involved at DSEME, DSAE, REME Arms School and 
all within REME Training on an outstanding effort over the last year or so to ensure 
training output continued with minimal disruption.  It is quite remarkable how courses 
continued seamlessly and training pipeline has been largely unaffected.  This has 
only happened through hard work and dedication of students and staff and some of 
our sharpest brains tackling the course planning and design dilemmas at the outset.  
Well done, enjoy your break. 

3. REME Museum Playpark.  The REME Museum Playpark was formally 
opened as planned on Saturday 26th June 2021 and is now open for business.  
Watch out for the feature in Craftsman Magazine (probably August edition).  We had 
local royalty for the day opening the park in the form of Lt Col Danny and Rebecca 
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Leslie’s son, HRH Prince Albert of Lyneham and Sgt Adam and Leah Roberts’s 
daughter, HRH Princess Elsie-Mae of Lyneham.  They were all brilliant and even 
brought their own scissors!  There are one or two photos from the event at the link 
below and many more will be in Craftsman magazine.  Please come on down and 
bring the children and/or grandchildren. 
https://www.rememuseum.org.uk/family-fun 

4. Amazon and REME Charity Links. A reminder of this terrific initiative.  The 
REME Charity now has a direct link with smile.amazon.co.uk. This is Amazon’s 
charitable arm and provides the opportunity for all to choose a charity that receives a 
donation to the value of 0.5% for any purchases made on Amazon. For those that 
wish to support The REME Charity, go to Amazon Smile and select The REME 
Charity as your chosen charity and the donation happens automatically for any 
purchases made. There are no additional charges and item prices are the same as 
when entering the Amazon site via normal channels. There is no need to change 
your Amazon account but you must access it via Smile. If we all did it that would be a 
heck of a lot of 0.5% donations rolling in. I won’t provide a link as it may be different 
for those with and without accounts currently. Just type ‘smile amazon’ in your 
search engine and go from there.  The latest quarterly payment to the REME Charity 
was £518.39 so thank you to all that have already switched their Amazon accounts 
to Smile.  

5. WO1 (ASM) Simon Cooper.  Many of you will be aware that Si Cooper 
suffered a dreadful injury last year in a fall at home and is paralysed from the neck 
down.  Viking Arms Ltd are holding a prize draw to win a valuable rifle, a Merkel K5 
Arabesque, with all proceeds going to raise money for Si.  I cannot provide a link – 
Arms Company you see – but enter Viking Arms into your search engine and I am 
sure you will work it out.  I am assured by WO2 Kelvin Redshaw, the Corps Welfare 
WO that this is pukka and it is appropriate given Si’s background as an Armourer.  If 
you enter – well done and thank you for supporting Si.  If you win – well done and 
now you need a Firearms licence! 

6. Cfn Anthony Lombardi.  I am sure you are all aware that Anthony was 
tragically killed in Afghanistan in 2009.  His mum Helen has reached out to our 
Welfare Staff from time to time and the link below from The Grimsby Telegraph has a 
truly heartening story about the latest venture.  Well done to our Welfare WO Kelvin, 
Lt Col Lance Foster and all the volunteers.  If the link doesn’t work just Google the 
newspaper and search for ‘Lombardi’ and you will see the article from 17 Jul 21. 
https://www.grimsbytelegraph.co.uk/news/army-gives-mum-fallen-soldier-5649786 

7. Cenotaph 2021.  Hayley has received notice from the Royal British Legion 
(RBL) of our allocation for this year’s event.  Remembrance Sunday 2021 is planned 
to be a normal event on 14 November 2021.  Hayley has established comms with all 
those that had bid for places last year giving them first shout.  Standby for further 
announcements if places become available over the next few weeks. 
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8. Festival of Remembrance 2021.  Similarly the RBL Festival of 
Remembrance on Saturday 13 November 2021 is planned to be a normal event with 
tickets on sale from 14 Sep 21.  To bid for tickets firstly, you must be an RBL member 
and secondly you have to be quick!  Details at link below. 
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/
festival-of-remembrance   

9. Stop the Service Charge.  You may have heard about this campaign or you 
may be affected yourself.  Commonwealth service personnel who apply to stay in UK 
once they leave the Forces have seen a 119% rise in Visa fees to £2,389 per person 
with family fees typically rising to circa £10,000.  The RBL has been lobbying the 
Government to scrap these fees completely for those with 4 or more years’ service.  
Bath and England winger Joe Cokanasiga highlights the campaign with his own 
father’s story at the link below. 
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/stories/rugby-star-backs-stop-the-service-charge-
campaign 

10. ASDIC.  The Association of Ex-Service Drop In Centres.  ASDIC is a similar 
organisation to the Veterans’ Breakfast Clubs and provides a UK wide network of 
hubs and drop-in centres to serve the needs of veterans across the country.  An 
ASDIC Drop-In is loosely defined as a welcoming place that is open at least once a 
month and offers supporting services through links with military charities such as The 
RBL, SSAFA, Help for Heroes, Combat Stress and health or welfare organisations in 
the state and third sector such as The NHS Veterans’ Mental Health Transition and 
Intervention and Liaison Service (TILS) and Citizens’ Advice.  Here veterans and 
their families can go unannounced to seek whatever help they have been unable to 
find elsewhere, or merely for convivial chat over a cuppa.  They can walk in off the 
street, be made to feel welcome and be listened to.  I am afraid COVID restrictions 
still apply to many centres so do check locally before a wasted trip.  The REME 
Association has signed up as an Associate Member (at zero cost) and will  
be included in ASDIC publicity and signposting.  More details and locations at the 
link. https://www.asdic.org.uk/ 

11. Northern Ireland Prosecutions.  We all have our own views on this proposal 
I am sure but the government is pressing ahead and interestingly is giving the parties 
in NI the opportunity to come up with a better solution.  Good luck with that.  2 
separate links below give the latest. 
https://www.forces.net/news/government-introduce-statute-limitations-troubles-
prosecutions 
https://www.forces.net/military-life/northern-ireland/troubles-what-plan-end-historical-
prosecutions-and-it-amnesty 

12. Harry Black.  On a lighter note.  Who hasn’t still got a roll or two in the shed 
or garage?  This gave me a laugh from Forces Network recently. 
https://www.forces.net/technology/black-nasty-what-do-you-use-it 
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13. Armed Forces Pensions – McCloud Case.  No apologies – this is important 
stuff affecting many of us.  Please look at previous newsletters for all the background 
or give me a shout for a steer.  If you were in service both on or before 31 Mar 2012 
and on or after 1 Apr 2015 you ARE affected.  It was announced in February 2021 
that pension scheme members affected by the McCloud judgment would receive a 
‘deferred choice’ of which pension schemes benefits they would prefer to take at the 
point they retire, and this will apply across the majority of the main public service 
pension schemes (including the Armed Forces and MOD civilian pension schemes).  
Where members are already receiving pensions, they will be given a choice as soon 
as practicable.  The government is now legislating to make the changes as set out in 
the consultation response.  This means members will be able to choose to receive 
legacy pension scheme benefits or benefits equivalent to those available under the 
reformed pension scheme for service between 2015 and 2022.  Not all members are 
better off in the legacy schemes, so it is important that individual members can 
choose which scheme benefits they want to receive.  From 1 April 2022, all those 
who continue in service will do so as members of the reformed schemes, regardless 
of age, meaning all members will be treated equally in terms of which pension 
scheme they are a member of.  Work is ongoing to develop policies and deliver the 
complex IT changes to ensure pensions are accurate. Plenty of information will be 
made available as policies develop, these will help you understand your remedy 
choice and to help you plan your pension.  In short, if still serving ensure you keep 
up to date with the information available in your unit and CoC, if a veteran:  firstly 
ensure Veterans UK have your correct contact details and secondly react to the 
‘deferred choice’ when it is offered to you.  Your circumstances will dictate which way 
you fall as not everyone will be better off in their legacy schemes. 

14. Annual Increase.  This year Armed Forces Pensions have increased by 
0.5%.  The Pension increase is based on CPI and the Sep 20 rate was very low at 
0.5%. 
15. Forces Pension Society. I am sure you are all aware of the good work the 
Society does on our behalf but if not check out their website. There is a charge for 
membership but you never know when you might need them.  For example the 
favourable outcome to the McCloud case is attributable in no small part to the 
successful lobbying of government by the Society. https://forcespensionsociety.org 

Arte et Marte 

LT Col (Retd)Stuart Cowen 
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