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Here’s the latest news from RHQ REME via MailChimp.  Recently signed up to REME 
Connect?  This newsletter is produced every 6 weeks or so and aims to keep you all 
updated with Corps activities and issues of interest to both veterans and those still serving.  
If you would rather not receive the newsletter please let us know or ‘Unsubscribe’ - you will 
see that option on the final page.  Please be aware if you read this on a tablet or smart 
phone some of the links will only work via your browser.  Find a teenager if you need help.  
That always works for me.  Thank you. 

1.  HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  You will all have seen the funeral of our 
late Colonel-in-Chief, a truly memorable and moving national event.  The Corps contingent 
was much reduced due to COVID but those attending represented us all magnificently.  Our 
Master General, Lt Gen Paul Jaques CB CBE served as a pallbearer, the modified Land 
Rover was driven by Cpl Louis Murray and the vehicle commander was Cpl Craig French.  
In the standby Land Rover were Cpl Josh Ward and Cpl Chris Hewitt.  The Corps Colonel, 
Col Andy Rogers ADC led our representation on the parade with WO1 (Corps ASM) Dan 
McNeill, Sgt Phil Mitten and Cfn Archie Dymer.  Well done to all.  Our future Colonel-in-Chief 
will be announced in due course, perhaps later this year or more likely early next year.  Wait 
out! 
https://www.army.mod.uk/news-and-events/news/2021/04/it-will-be-a-great-privilege-reme-
soldiers-drive-hearse-for-the-duke-of-edinburgh-s-funeral/ 

2.  Loyal Toast.  It is hoped formal dinners and functions will resume soon at the messes 
here at Lyneham and you may be thinking of holding similar events within your branches 
later this year.  If you do so and intend to toast our Colonel-in-Chief please seek advice from 
RHQ REME and we will advise you of the interim protocols. 

3.  REME Charity Chief Executive.  Many of you will be aware our Corps Secretary Lt Col 
(Retd) Mike Tizard has decided to stand down and will be taking a well-earned rest this 
summer.  After more than 45 years’ service I am sure you will agree he deserves it.  Mike, on 
behalf of all members of the Corps past and present, thank you for your magnificent service, 
may we wish Shirley and yourself a very long and happy retirement.  From Arborfield 
Apprentice to LE Lt Col to Corps Secretary is some going.  Well done and thank you once 
again. 

The REME Charity Chairman, Maj Gen Stephen Andrews CBE writes:  “With the 
announcement of Mike’s departure and the beginning of the implementation of the new Army 
Charities Strategy, RHQ and the trustees of the REME Charity agreed that the roles of 
Corps Secretary and Chief Executive, which Mike has combined, should be separated.  After 
an extensive recruitment process, the trustees have appointed Ms Babs Harris, currently the 
Chief Executive of the Wiltshire-based Alzheimer’s Support charity, to be Chief Executive of 
the REME Charity.  Babs will start her new role in August. In parallel, a new Corps Secretary 
will also be appointed this summer. 
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Babs will build on the sure foundations constructed under the leadership of Mike Tizard 
since the REME Charity was incorporated and reformed in 2016.  We are all indebted to 
Mike for the excellence of his work and the exemplary standards he has set for the Charity’s 
service to the REME Family.” 

I am sure you will join me in thanking Mike for his outstanding service and offering a warm 
welcome to Babs. 

4.  REME Museum.  The REME Museum re-opens to visitors on Tue 18 May 2021.  Please 
book in on-line for your visit and a date for your diaries is Armed Forces Day 2021 (26 Jun) 
when a terrific family event is planned.  This will include the formal opening of the REME 
Museum Playpark.  Bring your children/grandchildren and I hope to see you there.  Keep an 
eye on the Museum website for event details as they are posted.  https://
www.rememuseum.org.uk/ 

Additionally, if you are in the BBC Wiltshire local radio and BBC Points West TV region look 
out for their coverage on 18 May as we are hoping the Museum re-opening coupled with 
unveiling of ‘The Giant Poppy’ postponed from November 2020 will be featured. 

5.  Talbot House.  You may have followed media coverage of the Talbot House 50th 
Anniversary on 9th May and the Corps’ role in return of the altar, as featured in The Times 
this week.  The links below contain fascinating articles and well done to Cpls Morrison and 
Holt for their role in this event. 
https://www.army.mod.uk/news-and-events/news/2021/05/reme-soldiers-honoured-to-help-
return-wwii-altar-50-years-after-it-was-lost/ 
https://www.forces.net/news/history/wwii-chapel-altar-found-after-near-50-year-absence 
  
6.  Cenotaph 2021.  Hayley has received notice from the Royal British Legion (RBL) that the 
Cenotaph March Past for Remembrance Sunday 2021 is planned to be a normal event.  The 
Corps allocation of places will be confirmed on 2 Jun by RBL.  She will contact all those that 
had bid for places last year giving them first shout.  Standby for further announcements as 
places may become available over the next few weeks. 

7.  REME Association Facebook Site.  Please be aware the REME Association Facebook 
site is not monitored by RHQ REME, please go to the official REME site for any queries. 

8.  Brian Wood MC.  As mentioned in the previous newsletter, the fact based drama ‘Danny 
Boy’ has aired on BBC this week.  If you missed it catch up on IPlayer.  It was a tough watch 
at times as Brian (Anthony Boyle) suffered and the now struck-off lawyer Phil Shiner (Toby 
Jones) picked holes in the evidence looking for ‘war crimes’; I expect there were a few 
smashed TVs across the country.  Brian is REME Football legend Gavin Wood’s son. 

9.  Challenger 3 (CR3).  You will all have watched with interest the recent announcement of 
CR3 introduction into service.  Whilst the headlines get excited about its firepower, Director 
Land Eqpt at DE&S, Maj Gen Darren Crook Late REME will ensure there is sufficient 
capability for REME tradesmen and tradeswomen to keep them operational!  As Monty said 
‘Keeping the Punch in the Army’s Fist’ which will be as true in 2030 as it was in 1942. 
https://www.forces.net/news/challenger-3-army-getting-europes-most-lethal-tank-ps800m-
contract 
https://www.forces.net/news/challenger-3-what-will-armys-upgraded-main-battle-tank-be 

10.  Remembering the Forgotten War.  The British Korean Society wishes to honour the 
surviving British veterans of the Korean War, in part to assure them that their contribution 
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and sacrifice, and that of their comrades, have not been forgotten.  The event will be Thu 24 
Jun 21 from 1430-1730hrs based at the National Army Museum in Chelsea.  Since numbers 
are likely to be restricted only a limited number of veterans will be able to attend, therefore a 
webcast of the entire event will be held over YouTube and Zoom.  This will enable veterans 
and others to take part from anywhere, including their own homes.  Save this link if you wish 
to join in. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPd1rcpc0VCLY_io4tfClw?app=desktop 

11.  ABF The Soldiers’ Charity.  Maj Gen Tim Hyams OBE Late RDG and originally a 5th 
Skins officer, currently the Army’s Military Secretary, has been appointed the next ABF Chief 
Executive and will take over the role when he leaves the Army in November. 

12.  LGBT Veterans.  The MOD has introduced a policy change to allow former service 
personnel dismissed on the basis of their sexuality to have their medals restored.  Prior to 
his recent resignation former Minister Johnny Mercer commented “this addresses a historic 
injustice” and I am sure we all agree with that.  If you are or you know of someone affected 
by this change of policy then advise them they are now entitled to apply for their medals to 
be restored and should do so via the Veterans UK medals application process. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/former-personnel-discharged-over-sexuality-to-have-
medals-restored 

13.  Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS) Newsletter.  Those of you in receipt of an 
Armed Forces Pension or Early Departure Payment (EDP) should have received the latest 
AFPS Newsletter through the post from Equiniti.  This contains useful and important 
information concerning your pension.  If you haven’t received yours get in touch with 
Veterans UK at the links below. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/veterans-uk-contact-us 

14.  Armed Forces Pensions – McCloud Case.  No apologies for the extensive coverage 
of this case over the last year or so – this is important stuff affecting many of us.  Please look 
at previous newsletters for all the background or give me a shout for a steer.  If you were in 
service both on or before 31 Mar 2012 and on or after 1 Apr 2015 you ARE affected.  The 
‘remedy’ is going to address the period between 1 Apr 2015 and 31 Mar 2022.  The legacy 
schemes of AFPS75 and AFPS05 will close wef 31 Mar 2022 and all those remaining in 
service do so as members of the reformed AFPS15.  MoD will contact those still serving and 
Veterans UK will contact all others affected outlining individual options so make sure the 
contact details they hold for you are correct. 

15.  Forces Pension Society. I am sure you are all aware of the good work the Society 
does on our behalf but if not check out their website. There is a charge for membership but 
you never know when you might need them.  For example the favourable outcome to the 
McCloud case is attributable in no small part to the successful lobbying of government by 
the Society. https://forcespensionsociety.org 

Arte et Marte. 

Lt Col (Retd) Stuart Cowen 

associa)on@reme-rhq.org.uk 

07590 848766
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