
REME ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER – NUMBER 34 APRIL 2021  
Here’s the latest news from RHQ REME via MailChimp.  For a separate Print 
Friendly version give me a shout.  Stay safe.   
 
1.         HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  It is with great sadness the 
Corps learnt of the death of our Colonel in Chief and you will have seen and been 
comforted by the message of condolence from our Master General released on 
Saturday.  Although our involvement in the funeral tomorrow is reduced due to Covid 
restrictions our contribution remains significant nonetheless.  We have had many 
officers and soldiers heavily involved in the preparations at Pirbright and Windsor all 
week and you will see the main funeral parties during the TV coverage tomorrow.  
We will have ranks ranging from Craftsman to Senior Officer in: the Bearer Party, the 
Special Relationship Contingent and the Land Rover Hearse Party.  All our officers 
and soldiers participating and supporting are of course immensely proud to represent 
the Corps on this sad national occasion and we are equally proud of them.  May His 
Royal Highness Rest in Peace.  
  
2.         REME Connect Mailchimp.  Those of you recently signed up to REME 
Connect may be receiving this newsletter for the first time.  Please note you receive 
this via Mailchimp which is much less labour intensive than a series of emails due to 
number limits and will be aware many of the direct comms arriving in our InBoxes 
from organisations we subscribe to is via such means.  This newsletter is produced 
every 6 weeks or so and aims to keep you all updated with Corps activities and 
issues of interest to both veterans and those still serving.  If you would rather not 
receive the newsletter please let me know or ‘Unsubscribe’ - you will see that option 
on the final page.  Thank you. 
  
3.         John Worrall – Craftsman Magazine and much more.  After more than 60 
years of service to the Corps Johnny Worrall has decided to finally retire and hang 
up his toolbox, football boots and pens.  He completed his regular service in 1982 in 
the rank of WO1 (Superintending Clerk), then has served as Secretary, Arborfield 
Branch of the REME Association, many positions with REME Arborfield Football 
Club, as Deputy Editor of the Craftsman Magazine office and latterly as the 
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magazine proof-reader.  Wow – that is some service.  John and his beloved wife 
Shelia are now taking a well-earned rest although I am delighted to say John will 
continue as Arborfield Branch Secretary thus adding to those 62 years service.  
Former Colonel REME Reserves Kevin Hearty QVRM VR will proof read the 
magazine from June.  Thank you John and Sheila – they broke the mould!  
  
4.         Op TORAL – Afghanistan.  You will have seen the news that the UK will 
start to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan next month in line with the US 
withdrawal later this year.  Many of us have served in the theatre since 2001 on 
various Operations, the most recent being Op TORAL, support to the Afghan 

National Army Officers’ Academy in Kabul.  I am sure we will look back with mixed 
emotions but will never forget those that have given their lives or remain injured to 
this day.   
  
5.         Civil Service Veterans Group.  You will recall former REME officer Rob 
Shenton runs a Veterans Group in the Civil Service.  Once again I have tapped into 
his latest edition to share with you all.   
 
Open University - Disabled Veterans Scheme.  If you’ve been injured in, or due to, 
military service, you could be funded to complete a full Open University qualification.  
This is for physical and mental injuries.  The scheme has just opened for this year’s 
applicants.  Details are here:  http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/fees-and-funding/
disabled-veterans-scholarship-fund 
Veterans on TV - Brian Wood MC.  You will recall REME Football stalwart Gavin 
Wood’s son Brian served as an infantryman with PWRR and was awarded the 
Military Cross following the Battle of Danny Boy which took place close to the city of 
Amarah in southern Iraq on 14 May 2004.  You will also recall we asked you to look 
out for Brian’s book following the allegations in the Al-Sweady Inquiry and the now 
stuck off lawyer Phil Shiner.  Brian’s book is called 'Double Crossed' so just google 
his name and this title for your preferred book site.   
  
The book has been made into a BBC Drama that is airing this spring called ' Danny 
Boy', the release date is not out yet, but you should start seeing trailers soon, it has 
an outstanding cast including Toby Jones.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/2021/
danny-boy-first-look 
  
You may also wish to support Brian via his own clothing firm that has the logo –
 Keep Attacking.  The products are very popular and he sometimes offers veteran 
discounts which is always worth a look. 
  
Women's Health Strategy: Call for Evidence - Female Veterans  The Govt has 
launched a call for evidence on women’s health.  Campaigners have been able to 
influence the survey and have managed to get a question on female veterans into 
the call for evidence.  It is an important survey helping to identify women’s health 
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needs generally so please share and encourage participation. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/womens-health-strategy-call-for-
evidence/womens-health-strategy-call-for-evidence 
 
Thanks again Rob. 
 
6.         Voices of The Gulf War – Op Granby.  Many REME veterans and indeed 
some still serving, served on Op Granby in 1990/91.  Voices of the Gulf War, is a 
special podcast produced by ABF The Soldiers' Charity to mark the 30th Anniversary 
of the Gulf War - an episode in history that, to quote Maj Gen Arthur Denaro, was 
probably "the last really big high speed manoeuvre war".  Interviews include Gen Sir 
Rupert Smith, Maj Gen Patrick Cordingley, Maj Gen Arthur Denaro, Brig Jim Tanner, 
Kate Adie, Alfie Roberts and Brian Ricky Richards, the youngest soldier to deploy on 
Operation Granby.  To listen your browser will need audio boom so if so go to:https://
audioboom.com/posts/7806351-voices-of-the-gulf-war-30th-anniversary-podcast 
 
7.         Broughton House Care Facility.  A registered charity, Broughton House, 
located in the Salford area of Manchester, has been caring exclusively for 
veterans from all three Services, and the Merchant Navy, since 1917. In September 
2020, the charity opened the first wing of a new, 64-room, purpose-built residential 
care and nursing home on its Salford site.  The second wing is due for completion 
later this year.  The charity is actively considering developing a dementia care facility 
in addition to expanding its Armed Forces Support Hub across the North West, a 
region that consistently generates over 10% of the Army’s regular recruits, and 
although many resettle in the region - not all do.  Despite is location residential and 
nursing care at Broughton House is available to veterans from across the United 
Kingdom.  If you or anyone you know may benefit from further information on this 
facility please let me know and I will put you in touch.  It is worthy of note that 
Broughton House also accepts the immediate family members, typically parents or 
grandparents, of serving members of the military, and that those family members 
need not necessarily themselves be veterans. 
 
A shorter newsletter at this solemn time and I leave you to your own memories of our 
Colonel in Chief.  Watch with pride tomorrow.   
 

Arte et Marte.   

Stuart Cowen 

associa)on@reme-rhq.org.uk  

07590 848766 
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