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Here’s the latest news from RHQ REME via MailChimp once again.  If you need a separate Print Friendly 
version give me a shout.  Please continue to watch out for scam emails which remain prevalent during 
these strange times.  Watch out and do not click on any links if you are suspicious.  Merry Christmas to 
you and all your loved ones.  Here’s to 2021 – bring on that vaccine!       
1. REME Connect Website.  Apologies to those who may have tried to access the REME Connect 
website lately and those awaiting their logins but I am afraid rather like Brexit the REME Connect revamp 
and launch is taking a wee while longer than anticipated.  Rach has been working tirelessly with our IT 
Consultant Simon and launch is scheduled for early in the New Year.  The original REME Charity website 
is still up and running it is just the ‘behind the wire’ REME Connect that is unavailable at present.  For 
those with a current login there should be no requirement to re-register but you will have to reset your 
password and full details on this will be forwarded early next year.  Your patience is appreciated.   

2. Veterans UK.  If you are still serving or an Army pensioner you may have noticed a new Quarterly 
Digest arrive on your doorstep from Veterans UK covering all things Armed Forces Pensions.  There is no 
such thing as too much information so this seems an interesting and useful initiative.  If you are an army 
pensioner and have not received yours give them a shout.  https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/
veterans-uk 
3. Professional Linkages. The Corps focal point for Professional Engineering Institutions (PEIs) is 
Lt Col (Retd) Dave White. Dave works here in Lyneham and is the Professional Registration Adviser 
(PRA) for serving REME personnel and exceptionally, those within 2 years post discharge. Dave advises 
our officers and soldiers on their professional institution membership applications at all levels (Eng Tech, 
IEng and CEng) and has established strong links with the Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE), 
the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) and the Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS). The 
Society of Operational Engineers (SOE) has its own Military Committee but Dave can signpost the SOE 
as required. I am sure you will all understand that this fills his day but he is willing to advise all former 
members of the Corps on the merits and processes for PEI membership. 

The Corps has agreements with PEIs; the IMechE ‘Specially authorised process’ and IET ‘Special 
registration agreement’ but these, as previously mentioned, are intended for serving individuals. Please 
be aware that if you are not serving or within 2 years of discharge Dave can provide no more than a quick 
chat or an email exchange. His contact details are: Lt Col (Retd) Dave White – 01249 894508 – 
david.white159@mod.gov.uk 

Our aspiration is for a network of ambassadors and mentors and I am sure there are many professional 
engineers, who are able to act in a similar role to Dave for former members of the Corps.  Provided an 
individual is already a PEI member, the PRA course is free, takes one day and Dave can advise the  
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best way to obtain a place. Once registered as a PRA, an individual is then empowered by the PEI to 
help others through the membership process. In other words – act as a mentor. If you are able to or 
know someone who is able to perform this role for the REME Association please get in touch with 
Dave. Similarly, I am sure there are many former members of the Corps able to act as mentors for 
other professional institutions such as Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport, Chartered 
Management Institute, etc. the list is endless. If you can help – please give Dave a call or email or let 
me know. I am delighted to say we already have some volunteers to help form this network and our 
vision is for Dave White and ASM Craig Ham the raja in RHQ REME, to have a network of mentors 
throughout the UK and world if possible, they can call on to help our former servicemen and women 
with their careers in civilian life, in particular advice on Professional Institution memberships and 
applications. Please let me know if you or you know of others that may be able to help in a similar 
manner.  

4. Forever Poppy Campaign.  I have been asked by Martin Lansdowne MBE to let you know of 
this campaign.  You will all recall that, during the period 2007 - 2011, the town of Royal Wootton 
Bassett was very much a part of the repatriation of fallen service personnel from the conflicts in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. As a result of the residents honouring the fallen the town was gifted a marble poppy 
(The Forever Poppy) by the international artist Mark Humphrey.  Sadly, in 2017 and just over a year 
after it was unveiled by the Princess Royal, part of the poppy collapsed and the plinth on which it 
stood has remained empty.  A campaign is currently underway to provide a new Forever Poppy, again 
donated by Mark Humphrey, and the team behind the campaign are interested in bringing this to the 
attention of the families and friends of those who were repatriated and indeed the town’s nearest 
military neighbour REME.  Details as covered by the Wiltshire Times below.   

https://www.wiltshiretimes.co.uk/news/18859160.royal-wootton-bassett-community-asked-help-fund-
forever-poppy-replacement/ 

5. FV432 Restoration.  Maj Si Langham, SO2 Reserves in RHQ REME received and interesting 
call recently from a Queens’ Regt Veteran in Sussex.  He is restoring an FV432 (VRN 08 EA 81) and 
wondered if anyone would like to help?  If anyone fancies getting their toolbox out give me a shout 
and I’ll pass your offer on.   

6. Amazon and REME Charity Links. A reminder of this terrific initiative.  The REME Charity 
now has a direct link with smile.amazon.co.uk. This is Amazon’s charitable arm and provides the 
opportunity for all to choose a charity that receives a donation to the value of 0.5% for any purchases 
made on Amazon. For those that wish to support The REME Charity, go to Amazon Smile and select 
The REME Charity as your chosen charity and the donation happens automatically for any purchases 
made. There are no additional charges and item prices are the same as when entering the Amazon 
site via normal channels. There is no need to change your Amazon account but you must access it via 
Smile. If we all did it that would be a heck of a lot of 0.5% donations rolling in. I won’t provide a link as 
it may be different for those with and without accounts currently. Just type ‘smile amazon’ in your 
search engine and go from there. 

7. Office for Veterans’ Affairs (OVA).  Former CO 5 SCOTS Col (Retd) David Richmond CBE 
has been appointed the first OVA Director.  The OVA is part of the Cabinet Office and David works 
directly to Johnny Mercer MP, the Veterans Minister.  It is now one year since the office was formed 
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8. 2021 Calendar.  Cpl Max Batchelor is a serving member of the Corps and his mother Leena is 
the current Worcestershire Poet Laureate.  Leena has designed a 2021 calendar with all profits in 
support of the REME Charity.  The cost is £7.50 incl p&p and are available direct from Leena.  She is 
happy for members to email her directly at astro_orb@yahoo.co.uk for full details.   

9. Brexit and SSAFA.  A terrific offer of support from SSAFA to all British National Veterans living in 
Europe who may require advice or practical support on maintaining their right to residency abroad (see 
link below).  Although they specify France, Germany or Cyprus, if you are living elsewhere in the EU and 
need advice or support the link also provides help in directing you to the correct agency able to assist.    
https://ssafa.org.uk/get-help/veterans-in-europe 
    
10. Armed Forces Pensions – McCloud Case.  As a reminder this case found the Government had 
breached age discrimination law in their decision to compulsory transfer certain service personnel to 
AFPS15 terms (mainly those aged under 45 in 2012).  The latest SITREP involves two options under 
consideration:  Firstly those affected would make an immediate choice to revert to their former pension 
scheme (AFPS75 or 05) or remain on AFPS15 terms OR secondly those affected could make a deferred 
choice at the end of their service once all the information had been disseminated and evaluated.  Clearly 
those affected will wish to make an informed choice and rest assured we shall continue to monitor any 
developments and include all relevant information in future updates.     

11. Forces Pension Society. I am sure you are all aware of the good work the Society does on our 
behalf but if not check out their website. There is a charge for membership but you never know when 
you might need them. https://forcespensionsociety.org  

12. Lt Col (Retd) Roddy Mullin.  Sincere thanks to Roddy Mullin who has been advising us on 
REME Association Reform recently.  Roddy retired from the Corps many years ago and has gone on to 
an extremely successful second career in marketing.  He has offered us his expertise in this area and 
we are grateful.  Once REME Always REME!       

13. Former SSgt Kelvin Roger Jones MBE.  Finally, for anyone unaware I am deeply saddened to 
inform you that Roger Jones passed away recently after a short illness.  Many of you will have known 
Roger well either from his days in service or more recently as keeper of our historic vehicle collection 
both at Bordon and here at Lyneham.  He will be greatly missed.   

Merry Christmas to one and all.  Let us all look forward to a bright and hopeful 2021.  Good luck to 
everyone as we all move up the queue for the vaccination.  Here’s to a Happy New Year.     

Arte et Marte. 
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