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Welcome	to	your	annual	Newsletter!	
	

Committee	at	Work	
	

	
	
The	committee	met	at	DSEME	Lyneham	on	12	February	2016	to	discuss	Association	
business.	

Left	to	Right	
Ben	Houghton,	Guy	Page,	Bob	Cotter,	Chris	Dennis,	Nigel	Brown	

	
The	minutes	from	that	meeting	are	on	the	web	site	for	all	to	view.		We	are	still	
working	through	the	resulting	actions	and	hopefully	you	are	seeing	some	positive	
changes	to	the	way	the	we	communicate	with	all	of	you.	
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Your	Committee	
President:	 Mr.	C.	Dennis	 president@ukarmourers.org.uk	

Vice	President	 Mr.	E.	D.	Stratford	 	

Chairman:	 Mr.	N.	Brown	 chairman@ukarmourers.org.uk	

Vice-Chairman:	 WO2	(AQMS).	B.	Houghton	 vicechairman@ukarmourers.org.uk	

Secretary:	 Mr.	R.	D.	Cotter	 secretary@ukarmourers.org.uk	

Vice-Secretary	 Sgt	G.	Page	 	
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You are invited to attend this year’s reunion dinner: 
Date:	 	 Saturday	03	September	2016	
AGM:	 	 17:00hrs	–	Trafalgar	Room	
Dinner	 19:00hrs	for	20:00hrs	
Venue:	 Trafalgar	Room	

Victory	Services	Club	
63-79	Seymour	Street	
London	
W2	2HF	

Cost:	 	 £28.00	per	person	
	

 
Menu 
∗     ∗     ∗ 

Beef	Madras	Curry	
served	with	

Rice,	Onion	Bhaji,	Garlic	Naan,	Poppadum,	Mango	Chutney,	Riata	&	Salad	
	

Cheeseboard	
Colliers	Cheddar,	Cornish	Brie,	Stilton,	Guest	Cheese,	Chutney,	Quince,	Grapes,	Celery	&	

Biscuits	
	

	
Tea/Coffee	

	

∗     ∗     ∗ 
	

A	salad	or	vegetarian	option	is	available	on	request	
	

Reply	forms	for	the	dinner	accompany	your	issue	of	the	News	Letter	
	

62nd	ANNUAL	REUNION	
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Dress 
Gentlemen: Regimental Blazer and 
Slacks or Lounge Suit not forgetting your 
Association tie. 

Ladies:  Appropriate to the occasion. 

Guests 
Guests are limited to one per member. 

Overnight Accommodation 
Accommodation is available at the Victory 
Services Club for VSC members and non-
members attending functions.  Those 
wishing to stay the night should contact 
the VSC directly. 

Reservations: Phone: 0207 723 4474 or  
e-mail: res@vsc.co.uk 

Rooms start at £56.75 per night, for a 
single standard room including breakfast 
for VSC members.  Non-members are 
welcome, when attending functions, but 
must pay at the time of booking. 

Single Annual Membership is currently 
£22.50.  Subsidised parking is also 
available. 

Membership is FREE for serving and 
reserve members of HM Forces. 

Details are available at their web site: 
www.vsc.co.uk 

Absent Friends 
If you are unable to attend the dinner but 
would like to pass on a message to your 
friends, please inform the secretary when 
replying.  If you are able to provide up-to-
date information for members who are out 
of touch with the Association, please do so 
and pass on our contact details to them. 

Assisted Attendance 
Thanks to the generosity of our members, 
the Association is able to offer assistance 
to any member who is unable to attend the 
reunion for financial reasons. 

All requests are treated in the strictest 
confidence and assessed on the merits 
of the individual case. 

Please write to, or phone the secretary if 
you feel we may be of help. 

Reply Form 
Numbers attending this year’s reunion 
MUST be finalised by FRIDAY 19th 
AUGUST 2016. 

Please ensure you avoid disappointment 
by returning your reply to the secretary as 
soon as possible. 

The Reply Form is attached to the 
newsletter and in order to save on costs 
replies will not be acknowledged unless 
specifically requested. 

Return the forms to: 

The Secretary 
The Armourers’ Association 
12 Tanker Hill 
Rainham 
Kent ME8 9EX 
Tel: 01634 371738 

The IT savvy amongst you may simply 
return the reply form via email to the 
following address: 

secretary@ukarmourers.org.uk 

Annual General Meeting 
There will be an AGM in the VSC 
commencing at 17:00hrs.  If you have a 
specific item for the agenda, please let any 
of the committee members know. 
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t	hardly seems possible 
that another year has 

almost passed, but Bob 
assures me that it has! 
As you are all aware the 
annual dinner moved to 
Leeds last year, as far as I’m aware the 
first time it has ever been held outside 
of London.  The biggest gain, as I saw 
it, was to see so many old faces of 
members who had not been able to 
make it to London over the last few 
years.  Sadly, this return of old faces 
was offset by the numbers who we 
normally see at the VSC, who were 
unable to make the trip to Leeds.  This 
is a problem that we will probably 
never be able to resolve to everyone’s 
satisfaction, however, your committee 
will continue to make the Association 
meet the needs of as many members 
as possible. 
The dinner was held in the magnificent 
setting of the Royal Armouries, where 
we were surrounded by displays of 
weapons and life size dioramas of men 
and horses in various war like poses.  
With many quips aimed at the more 
senior members about how they 
managed with the fitting of bowstrings 
and flints. 
The opportunity to hold a committee 
meeting at DSEME Lyneham was an 
eye opener.  For Bob and I, it was an 
opportunity to see the new training 
facilities that have had a lot of money 
invested.  I don’t know what I was 
expecting, it certainly wasn’t as space 
age as I’d imagined, but I suppose a 
bench and a vice appear much the 
same whatever decade that you are 
plying your trade in!  Being able to sit 
down with Bob, Nigel Brown and 

recently appointed Vice-Chairman, Ben 
Houghton, the Weapons Trade 
Champion and Guy Page the new 
Vice-Secretary, all in the same place 
was good value for the Association and 
an eye opener for me.  Both Ben and 
Guy, still serving, and comparatively 
young soon showed the value of their 
IT awareness in relation to the new 
Armourers who are our future.  The 
first big change being the introduction 
of PayPal as a more modern way of 
purchasing items from the Association.  
Bob has already reported a significant 
increase in the sales through this 
method of payment.  No doubt his 
article will give you more details of how 
this is working.  Among other things 
discussed was the possibility of holding 
a dinner at Lyneham with the chance of 
accommodation on site.  The inclusion 
of serving members of the Association 
can only be good for our future and I 
hope it will become the norm. 
As always, it must be said that without 
the hard work and commitment of Bob 
in his role of secretary, the Association 
would not run nearly as smoothly or 
efficiently as it does.  My thanks for his 
hard work are, I’m certain, endorsed by 
all members. 
I hope to see a large number of you at 
the Dinner in September where you 
can take the opportunity to renew 
friendships, make new ones and take 
the opportunity to let the committee 
know your views on what we should be 
doing to improve your Association.  For 
those of you who are unable to join us, 
I wish you all the best and encourage 
you to keep in touch and let us know 
your views.	
Best	wishes	to	you	all.	

Chris Dennis 
	

I	

President’s	Notes	
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his	is	my	first	
newsletter	as	your	

new	chairman,	so	I	would	
like	to	start	by	thanking	
all	those	members	who	
voted	for	me	at	the	last	
AGM,	held	in	Leeds	in	September	of	last	
year.	
I	would	also	like	to	take	this	opportunity	
to	thank	Andrew	Briscoe	for	his	sterling	
work	over	the	last	seven	years	as	
chairman	and	handing	over	a	healthy	
association.	
Let	me	introduce	myself	and	give	you	a	
little	of	my	background	and	history:	
I	joined	the	Royal	Marines	in	1974	as	a	
young	junior	marine,	following	the	usual	
eight	months	basic	training	I	then	served	
in	41	Commando	(Malta)	and	40	
Commando	as	a	general	duties	Royal	
Marine.	
In	1977	I	started	my	armourers	course	
at	SEME,	this	was	the	first	RM	course	
held	at	Bordon,	as	all	previous	training	
was	held	at	RM	Poole.	
As	a	qualified	armourer,	I	served	with	41	
Commando	(Deal),	HMS	Tamar	(Hong	
Kong),	Commando	Training	Centre,	45	
Commando,	RM	Poole,	Special	Boat	
Service,	and	finally	as	the	RM	Colour	
Sergeant	instructor	at	SEME.	
On	retiring	from	the	RM,	I	served	as	the	
armourer	for	Surrey	Police	for	the	next	
14	years.		During	that	time,	I	also	
qualified	as	a	Firearms	Expert	Witness	
and	I	took	the	opportunity	to	start	my	
own	business	in	this	field.	
In	2012	I	felt	it	was	time	for	a	change	
and	joined	Viking	Arms,	the	UK	
distributors	for	Glock	Pistols,	as	their	
armourer	looking	after	all	items	Glock	

related.		This	involved	the	introduction	
of	the	new	general	service	pistol	into	the	
MOD	and	the	training	of	all	Police	
armourers	within	the	UK.		In	2012	I	
became	one	of	ten	internationally	
qualified	Glock	armourers	trained	by	
Glock	in	their	factory	in	Austria.	
I	have	now	returned	to	my	roots	and	am	
one	of	13	small	arms	instructors	at	the	
Defence	College	of	Technical	Training	
(DCTT).		I	currently	teach	General	
principles,	L131A1	Glock	Pistol	and	the	
current	L115A3	sniper	rifle.	
As	you	can	see	I	have	served	as	an	
armourer	continuously	since	my	initial	
course	in	1977	(39	years).	
Lyneham	
We	have	now	been	at	Lyneham	for	8	
months	and	instructing	students	for	6	
months.		The	Small	Arms	department	
was	the	first	department	to	be	up	and	
running	and	was	the	first	to	receive	
students	on	the	12th	October	2015.		As	a	
department	we	have	already	seen	3	
initial	courses,	4	upgrader	courses	and	
numerous	equipment	courses	from	all	
three	services.	
Student	training	at	Lyneham	has	a	new	
look	as	all	students	have	access	to	
“learn”,	here	the	students	have	access	
online	to	all	précis,	videos,	revision	
guides	and	quizzes.		Instructors	can	use	
these	resources	to	set	homework	or	use	
in	class.		All	action	of	the	mechanism	
videos	and	lessons	are	also	on	the	
system	to	allow	students	to	use	in	the	
evening.		DCTT	is	currently	developing	a	
virtual	learning	environment.		This	will	
enable	students	to	practice	stripping	and	
assembly	in	the	comfort	of	their	own	
accommodation	in	the	evening.		These	
changes	will	bring	armourer	training	
into	the	21st	century.		It	will	not	take	
away	the	need	and	requirement	for	good	
old	hands	on	training,	but	it	will	support	

T	
Chairman’s	Notes	
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a	new	learning	method	for	our	modern	
day	student.	
Since	the	AGM	we	have	two	new	
committee	members	so	I	would	like	to	
thank	Ben	Houghton	and	Guy	Page	for	
joining	our	team,	hopefully	this	will	
bring	us	closer	as	an	association	to	our	
serving	and	younger	members.	
I	would	also	like	to	thank	Bob	Cotter	our	
secretary	in	the	work	he	does	quietly	
behind	the	scenes,	keeping	us	going.	
This	is	a	thankless	task	but	without	his	
work	we	would	not	be	in	the	excellent	
position	we	are	in	now.	
September	3rd	2016	is	our	next	AGM	and	
Association	Dinner	at	the	Victory	
Services	Club,	I	look	forward	to	seeing	as	
many	of	you	as	possible	this	year.	
	

Nigel Brown 
	
	
	
	
	
	

s	some	of	you	may	be	
aware,	the	decision	

was	made	at	the	last	AGM	
to	invite	the	current	
REME	Armourer	Trade	
champion	to	take	a	seat	
on	the	association	committee.		In	
September	2015,	I	was	given	the	
appointment	of	Vice	Chairman.		An	
appointment	and	task	which	I	am	very	
proud	to	support.		Throughout	my	
career,	I	have	always	been	proud	to	call	
myself	an	Armourer.		Although	I	
completed	the	Artificer	Weapons	course	
I	remain	an	Armourer	at	heart.	
Before	I	started	my	tenure	as	Vice	
Chairman,	I	made	the	promise	that	I	
would	support	the	association	as	much	

as	possible,	alongside	my	post	as	trade	
champion.		With	the	help	of	the	current	
committee,	I	wanted	to	make	an	impact	
and	help	create	a	better	association	for	
its’	members.		My	role	as	Vice	Chairman	
is	to	be	the	link	man	between	serving	
Armourers	and	the	association.		I	have	
implemented	some	initiatives	which	I	
hope	will	bring	more	serving	members	
into	the	association,	these	include:	
talking	to	students	undergoing	basic	
Armourer	training	at	the	newly	
established	DSEME	Lyneham,	and	
reaching	out	via	social	media	to	try	and	
bring	more	members	to	the	association.	
Along	with	the	rest	of	the	committee,	we	
are	working	hard	to	offer	more	to	
members,	both	serving	and	retired.		We	
are	currently	working	on	a	new	product	
line	for	the	online	shop,	which	will	
hopefully	offer	more	products	to	its	
members.		We	are	also	investigating	a	
new	venue	for	the	2017	AGM,	more	
detail	will	follow	at	the	2016	dinner.		
The	committee	is	also	in	the	process	of	
updating	the	current	website,	to	include	
useful	links	to	recruitment,	training	and	
professional	accreditation.	
Like	most	associations,	they	only	work	if	
they	have	active	members.		I	urge	all	
members	to	promote	the	association	
within	the	Armourer	community,	this	
will	ensure	the	association	remains	
strong.		As	I	have	previously	discussed	
the	association	was	started	for	
Armourers	by	Armourers,	and	I	will	
continue	to	champion	the	trade	and	its	
history.	
	
Arte	et	Marte	

WO2 (AQMS) Ben Houghton 

A	
Vice-Chairman’s	Notes	
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nother	year	passes	and	
we	continue	to	grow	

and	thrive	as	an	
Association.		The	past	year	
has	seen	some	changes	in	
our	committee	and	the	web	
site.		Ben	and	Guy	have	
helped	to	bring	a	lot	of	the	serving	
community	into	the	Association	and	you	
can	now	even	pay	for	items	in	the	eShop	
using	PayPal.	
There	is	now	also	a	“Donate”	button	on	
the	web	site,	at	the	bottom	of	the	home	
page,	which	I	hope	you	will	make	use	of.		
Donations	are	the	only	way	that	we	
receive	income	as	an	Association,	all	
donations	are	gratefully	received.		You	
can	donate	to	the	Association	using	the	
Paypal	donate	button	on	the	home	page.	

	
	

Membership 
Our	membership	has	increased	
dramatically	over	the	year	and	we	now	
have	over	500	active	members,	an	
increase	of	over	100	from	last	year.		This	
is	despite	the	fact	that	we	have	sadly	lost	
5	of	our	members	during	the	past	year.	

Association Accounts 
A	copy	of	the	balance	sheet	for	the	
period	1st	January	to	31st	December	
2015	is	on	the	last	page	of	this	issue.		
Please	indicate	your	acceptance,	or	
otherwise,	of	these	figures	in	the	space	
provided	on	the	dinner	reply	form.	

Association Website 
Our	address:	www.ukarmourers.org.uk	
We	are	still	receiving	thousands	of	hits	
per	month	on	the	site	and	it	is	doing	its	
job	of	making	people	aware	of	whom	we	
are	and	what	we	do.	

Current Awareness Bulletin 
The	Royal	Armouries,	Current	
Awareness	Bulletin	(CAB)	is	available	on	
the	web	site,	with	the	latest	issues	
uploaded	as	they	become	available.		This	
is	an	extremely	informative	bulletin	
covering	a	wide	range	of	weapons	
related	subjects.	

Association Email Address 
Apply	for	your	own	unique	Association	
email	address	
“yourname”@ukarmourers.org.uk	

You	can	now	pay	the	£1.00	admin	fee	by	
PayPal.	

Association Shop 
The	shop	can	be	found	on	our	website	
and	sells	Association	memorabilia	such	
as	Ties,	Plaques,	Mugs,	Glasses	and	
Badges.		Don’t	forget	that	you	can	now	
pay	through	PayPal	for	your	items.	

	
	

Dinner Reply Form 
The	dinner	reply	form	also	has	details	if	
you	wish	to	order	anything	from	the	
eShop,	and	you	are	able	to	pay	by	
PayPal,	cheque	or	bank	transfer.	

Bob Cotter 

A	
Secretary’s	Notes	
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London	Proof	House	–	03	September	
2016.		A	chance	to	include	this	
fascinating	tour	with	the	reunion	dinner.		
Details	can	be	found	on	the	web	site.	
	
If	you	have	an	idea	for	a	visit	that	may	be	
of	interest	to	our	members,	then	please	
let	the	secretary	know.	
	
	
	
	
	

he	next	generation	of	weapon	
technology	will	soon	be	in	service	

and	is	called	the	Case	Telescoped	
Armament	System	(CTAS).		It	is	a	joint	
venture	between	BAE	Systems	and	
Nexter	Systems,	with	the	company	based	
in	Bourges,	France.		The	UK	government	
has	ordered	a	total	of	515	of	the	systems	
at	a	cost	of	£150M.		They	are	intended	
for	an	upgrade	to	the	Warrior	and	will	
also	be	fitted	to	the,	what	was	Scout	SV,	
now	called	Ajax.		Ajax	is	due	to	be	in	
general	service	by	2020.		There	will	be	
245	systems	for	each	vehicle	variant,	
with	the	remaining	25	cannons	used	for	
ammunition	qualification,	trials	and	
training.		BAE	Systems	says	that	
production	will	last	for	7	years	and	the	
first	cannons	are	scheduled	for	delivery	
in	mid	2016.	
	

	
Image	Courtesy	of	Think	Defence	

	CTAS	40mm	Cannon	

The	40mm	CTAS	is	primarily	aimed	to	
equip	armoured	and	reconnaissance	
vehicles	in	order	to	provide	them	with	
fire	power	superior	to	any	other	
Medium-Calibre	system.	
The	suite	of	ammunition	developed	in	
association	with	the	weapon	is	designed	
to	give	increased	effect	against	
armoured	vehicles	including	some	
previous	generation	main	battle	tanks,	
defeat	of	reinforced	concrete,	buildings	
and	soft	targets	and	suppression	of	
dispersed	troops.	
	
KEYS	COMPONENTS	OF	CTAS	:	
	
• CT	Cannon	(CTC),	Cannon	equipped	

with	thermal	sleeve.	
• Ammunition	Handling	System	

(AHS),	Automatically	handling	the	
ammunition	to	be	fed	into	the	
cannon.	The	AHS	is	specific	to	each	
turret	structure,	configuration	and	
customer	requirements	in	terms	of	
the	numbers	and	natures	of	
ammunition	for	battlefield	missions.	

• CTAS	Controller	(CTAS-C),	The	
CTAS-C	is	modular	in	design	and	
construction.		It	also	incorporates	
the	control	of	the	azimuth	and	
elevation	of	the	weapon	along	with	
the	ballistic	correction	software,	
coincidence	control	of	the	weapon	
and	programming	of	the	AirBurst	
rounds	(GPR-AB-T	and	A3B).	

• Gun	Control	Equipment	(GCE),	
Provides	full	azimuth	and	elevation	
stabilisation	when	firing	on	the	
move.	The	GCE	includes	the	
elevation	azimuth	drive	motors,	
encoders,	gyroscopes,	
accelerometers	and	electronic	
control	unit.	

T	
CTAS	40mm	Cannon	

Visits	
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Suite	of	Ammunition	:	
• APFSDS-T	

The	Armour	Piercing	Fin	Stabilised	
Discarding	Sabot	-	Tracer	(APFSDS-
T)	is	able	to	penetrate	more	than	
140	mm	of	RHA	(Rolled	
Homogeneous	Armour)	at	1500	m.		
This	sub-calibre	dart	can	defeat	all	
light	armoured	vehicles,	infantry	
fighting	vehicles,	even	those	heavily	
protected	with	advanced	add-on	
armour,	and	some	previous	
generation	main	battle	tanks.	

• TP-T	
The	Target	Practice	-	Tracer	(TP-T)	
is	a	training	munition	reproducing	
the	ballistic	trajectory	of	the	main	
munition.		The	TP-T	allows	training	
under	realistic	conditions.	

• TPRR-T	
The	Target	Practice	Reduced	Range	-	
Tracer	(TPRR-T)	is	a	training	
munition	using	a	plastic	case	tube,	
lightweight	projectile	and	reduced	
quantity	of	propellant	to	give	a	low	
cost	training	solution.	

• GPR-PD-T	
The	General	Purpose	Round	Point	
Detonating	-	Tracer	(GPR-PD-T)	is	a	
High	Explosive	munition	capable	of	
penetrating	more	than	210	mm	of	
reinforced	concrete.		It	has	a	unique	
projectile	which	is	optimized	for	
fragmentation	effects.	

• GPR-AB-T	
The	GPR-AB-T	is	a	programmable	
High	Explosive	munition	allowing	
detonation	of	the	HE	shell	in	flight	
after	a	selected	time	delay	up	to	a	
maximum	range	of	2500m.	

• A3B	
With	a	longer	operational	range,	
very	high	accuracy	and	its	payload	
of	200	tungsten	pellets,	the	A3B	
round	provides	the	40	CT	Weapon	
System	with	a	highly	effective	
capability	resulting	in	a	reduced	

number	of	rounds	for	an	effective	
target	kill.		The	A3B	ammunition	is	
particularly	effective	against	UAV,	
UAS,	helicopters	and	low	speed	
aircraft.	
	

	
40mm	Cannon	Ammunition	

CTAS	has	not	responded	to	any	
communications,	so	we	cannot	provide	
any	further	technical	information.		
Hopefully	we	may	be	able	to	do	that	at	a	
future	date.	
	
Authors	Note:		All	the	above	information,	
and	more,	is	freely	available	on	the	web.	

AJAX 
Ajax	features	a	co-axial	7.62mm	and	it	
can	also	be	fitted	with	the	L94	Chain	Gun	
which	is	now	mounted	such	that	it	
draws	its	ammunition	from	a	400-round	
container	mounted	above	the	weapon	
and	is	thus	assisted	by	gravity.		Many	of	
you	will	have	spent	long	hours	cursing	
the	Chain	Gun	and	all	it’s	apparent	flaws,	
most	of	which	can	be	attributed	to	
having	to	lift	its	ammunition	up	from	the	
turret	floor.	
There	are	also	turret	less	versions	which	
are	fitted	with	a	Kongsberg	Remote	
Weapon	Station	(RWS).		This	mount	is	
able	to	be	equipped	with	7.62	GPMG,	
0.50”	Browning	HMG	or	40mm	Grenade	
Machine	Gun.		The	mount	is	equipped	
with	thermal	imaging	sights	and	a	laser	
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range	finder	giving	a	very	high	
probability	of	a	first	round	hit.		For	
urban	operations,	the	RWS	can	be	fitted	
on	top	of	the	Ajax	turret,	enabling	it	to	
engage	close	targets	that	it	may	not	be	
possible	or	appropriate	to	engage	with	
the	40mm	cannon.	
The	new	vehicle	family	consists	of	seven	
variants,	turreted	Ajax,	recce	support	
Ares,	REME	repair	Apollo,	REME	
Recovery	Atlas,	Command	&	Control	
Athena,	Engineer	recce	Argus	and	the	
RAMC	casualty	carrier	‘Ambulance’	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The	committee	met	at	DSEME	Lyneham	
on	12	February	this	year	to	discuss	a	
wide	range	of	subjects.		You	can	see	the	
picture	on	the	front	page	and	the	full	
meeting	minutes	can	be	found	on	the	
web	site	under	the	news	tab	or	follow	
the	link	from	the	home	page.	
The	secretary	provided	an	overview	of	
his	activities	which	cover	our	finances,	
membership	and	web	site	management.	
The	committee	then	discussed	this	
year’s	dinner	and	looked	at	potential	
guest	speakers,	before	moving	on	to	a	
venue	for	the	2017	dinner.		We	have	
previously	looked	at	Edinburgh,	but	are	
also	looking	at	Lyneham	as	a	possible	
venue.	
With	the	changes	to	our	committee	we	
also	needed	to	update	the	bank	mandate,	
adding	new	signatories	to	the	accounts.	
Some	minor	changes	to	the	Association	
rules	were	also	discussed	and	the	details	
are	contained	in	the	meeting	minutes.	

Secretary 
	

	
	
	
	
The	Museum	relocated	to	Lyneham,	
Wiltshire	in	November	2015.		This	
involved	the	packing	and	moving	of	over	
100,000	items,	including	100	vehicles,	
900	weapons,	1000	items	of	uniform,	
1000	medals	and	thousands	of	
documents,	photographs	and	technical	
manuals.	
The	Museum	moved	into	the	former	RAF	
Officer’s	Mess	and	is	currently	in	the	
process	of	creating	the	new	displays.		
The	displays	will	take	a	thematic	
approach	with	galleries	focusing	on	the	
following:	
• World	War	Two	and	the	creation	of	

REME	
• REME	trades	
• REME	in	operations	since	its	

formation	
• Mess	life	
• Sports	clubs	
• Family	
• Soldier	training	and	exercises	
• The	Armourers	Hall	
• Medals	and	memorials	
• REME	Achievements.	

	

	
	
The	Armourers	Hall	will	feature	a	new	
travalator	allowing	visitors	to	move	a	

Committee	Meeting	

REME	Museum	
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selection	of	weapons	up	and	down	to	get	
a	better	view.		Interactive	displays	also	
include	a	video	of	an	SA80	being	
stripped	and	re-assembled	and	a	3D	
breakdown	of	an	SA80	to	show	visitors	
the	internal	components	and	process	of	
firing	a	weapon.	
The	museum	aims	to	have	about	150	
weapons	on	display,	including	the	more	
unique	examples	found	in	popular	
culture,	and	also	ones	highlighted	by	
REME	Armourers.	
Overall,	visitors	will	be	able	to	have	a	
hands	on,	immersive	experience,	
learning	about	the	role	of	the	REME	
Corps	since	1942	up	until	modern	day.	
	
We	hope	to	have	news	of	a	visit	to	the	
Museum	when	it	officially	reopens	later	
this	year.	
	
	
	
	
Sadly	we	must	say	our	last	farewell	to	
the	following	Armourers	who	have	
passed	on	since	the	last	edition	of	the	
News	Letter.	
	
David	Boorman	(Melton	Mowbray	
1943)	Passed	away	Oct	2014	
Bob	Brown	(Arborfield	1942)	News	
letter	returned	marked	“deceased”	
Bob	Hall	(Hilsea	1938)	Passed	away	4	
May	2015	
Lt.	Col.	(Retd)	Bob	Gibbens	(Chepstow	
47A)	Passed	away	24	Oct	2015	
Denis	Showell	(Derby	1945)	Passed	
away	Oct	2015	

	
	
	
	
	
Some	people	regard	private	enterprise	
as	a	predatory	tiger	to	be	shot.		Others	
look	on	it	as	a	cow	they	can	milk.		Not	
enough	people	see	it	as	a	healthy	horse,	
pulling	a	sturdy	wagon.	
Winston	Churchill	1874	-	1965	

Obituaries	

Quote	of	the	Day	
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The	Armourers’	Association	Accounts	
01	January	–	31	December	2015	
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